MSCC 15th Feb 2026
Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-2:3, esp. vs 16
Title: To be sure, to be sure    Slide 1
Introduction: Slide 2
These Holy words of God have been a battleground down through the ages with allegations that it is not a true record of Jesus words or that it’s not enough, additional words are needed. Of the Bible some have said it’s not accurate… 
· It is a translation of a translation of a translation, of a translation etc. That is Jesus spoke Aramaic and Hebrew, that was translated into Greek, that was later translated into Latin. As time went on it was translated into German, and then finally into English. So, you have a kind of Chinese whispers effect, i.e. the end result is not what you started with, so its inaccurate.
· Others say it is full of contradictions, this is a favourite complaint of atheists,
· Some others change various key texts to match their beliefs e.g. Jehovah’s witnesses. They deny that Jesus is God and wrongly translate some of the Greek words like John 1.1. In the New World Translation used by Jehovah'sWitnesses, John 1:1 states: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god." This interpretation 
reflects their belief that Jesus is God's highest created being, distinguishing him from God himself. They don’t believe in the trinity, So never read their New World Bible
· Still others, like the Mormons, believe the Bible, as we have it, is not enough, and that you need the book of Mormon also. It is regarded as the Second Witness to the Bible: The Book of 
Mormon acts as a companion to the Bible, providing additional testimony of Jesus Christ and His teachings. It is believed to clarify andrestore "Plain and precious" truths that have been lost or altered in biblical texts. 
While listening to Christian songs You tube an advert appeared featuring an attractive young lady asking if I wanted a free gift. The gift was the book of Mormon which she said would help us learn more about Jesus. NOT TRUE all we need to know about Jesus is in our Bible.
I am not going to spend time going into each of the criticisms you can research them yourselves online.
The battle for God’s word still goes on also in our day. Without Gods word we cannot know God, because it is through his word we know him and grow in that knowledge. Last week Paul’s reading began with, ‘In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God’. Jn 1.1 Jesus was the word of God personified. God in the flesh.
It is as we read and take in his word that we grow in our knowledge of God. Our growth in God is not just to be head knowledge though but is to be worked out in our daily lives. Peter tells us this in the early part of the chapter. 
Knowledge of God is one of the themes in this chapter and that knowledge is to be transformational for us. 

Peter knows his time on earth is drawing to a close and wants to make sure the people are always able to remember the things he taught them by having them written down. That’s when he says the key verse in our reading: vs 16 we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power. 
What we have is, to quote the song Ancient Words, Holy words long preserved, for our walk in this world, they resound with God's own heart Oh, let the ancient words impart
So, what I want to look at today is ….
The Reliability of God’s Word, and to ask the question       Slide 3
How can we be sure that we have the truth about Jesus?  Slide 4
Peter wrote his second letter from Rome shortly before his death, which probably occurred in AD 64 during the persecution of Nero. This is 30 plus years since Jesus went back to heaven, but the passage of time, whether 30 or 2000 years does not diminish the truth of God’s word  Slide 5
In this passage of scripture Peter gives two reasons why what he says is not a cleverly invented story
1. His personal testimony Vs16-17- 
a. What they saw with their eyes -– vs 16 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
Here Peter takes us to…
The mount of transfiguration, He talks about this in vs 17 &18 but the full account is in – Matt 17:1-3 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter is not the only witness, James and John also saw the vision, that adds to the testimony.
On the mountain the very words of God were spoken to Jesus, and he is affirmed by his Father. This brings us to the second part of the personal testimony  
b. His personal testimony Vs 18 – What they heard with their ears
18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain
 “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased
These were the same words spoken to Jesus at his baptism in Matthew 3.
In Matthews Gospel Jesus is seen as the new Moses, and as Moses went up a mountain to receive God’s word with his assistant Joshua in Exodus 24 so Jesus goes up a mountain with his assistants in Matt 17 to meet Moses and Elijah. 
Luke’s gospel (9:31) tells us, they discussed Jesus’ departure i.e. his crucifixion, which he was about to bring to fulfilment in Jerusalem. The word for departure is exodus. Luke chose that word to show us that Jesus will carry out an event just like the great exodus from Egypt, only more so. In the first exodus Moses led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt to a promised land. In the new exodus Jesus will lead God’s people out of the slavery of sin and death, and home to their promised inheritance, the new creation in which the whole world will be redeemed. Again, we see the unity of Gods word but with a new revelation.
We have the second reason to be confident in God’s word   Slide 6

2. The word of the prophets – vs 19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20
God’s word is still able to shine light into dark places to guide us ‘Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path’.
The word of God, right from the beginning, is a progressive revelation of who God is, and as we go through the Bible, we learn increasingly more about him, 
· What he is like, i.e. his love, his mercy, his compassion, his anger, his justice, what he likes and what he doesn’t like, and 
· What he does i.e. he rescues his covenant people from slavery in Egypt, he gives them a new land to live in, he speaks to them through prophets, he judges them when they fail and he has a plan to redeem all mankind from their fallen state. 
This progression goes on until we reach the crescendo in the birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus. Jesus in his speaking regularly quotes the law, psalms and the prophets, which confirms the unity and truth of God’s word. God does what he says he is going to do and the knowledge of who he is increases as it is recorded in the Bible.
Peter himself says we are witnesses of these things referring to Jesus, along with many other people. 
Paul confirms that there were many other witnesses when he says that Jesus died for ours sins according to the scriptures, (Prophets etc) that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the scriptures (Prophets etc) and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the twelve, after that he appeared to more than 500 witnesses most of whom are still living, then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me. I Cor 15 3f.
This is different people confirming what is common knowledge in the early church 
BUT                                                                                          Slide 7
As well as the witness of true prophets there were false prophets ch1:20 - 2:1-3
Peter sets the scene by reminding us of the true origin of prophecy
 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
False prophets also appear in the Bible, wherever there is something genuine you often find something that’s counterfeit or false, but they were exposed as false because what they said did not come to pass. It did not come to pass because it was not true. That was the true test of a prophet, that what he said come true, for example in 2 Chron 18 we have the account of Jehoshaphat and Ahab wishing to go to war with the Arameans. Ahab calls the 400 prophets of Baal for advice and they all say Go, for God will give it into the king’s hands and one of them Zedekiah had made horns and said ‘with these you will gore the Arameans until they are gone’
Jehoshaphat asks is there not a prophet of the Lord here whom we can ask? There was one prophet of God, Micaiah. After all the false prophets said go and fight, he said The Lord has decreed disaster for you and he went on the say, if you ever return safely, the Lord has not spoken through me. Shortly afterwards Ahab was killed at Ramoth Gilead 
There are other examples of false prophets like Balaam with his talking ass in numbers 22 and Jeremiah spoke out against false prophets in Jeremiah ch 23.
We still have false prophets now, a classic teaching in our age is the Prosperity Gospel often preached by the tele evangelists. The idea being if you give money to God, (i.e. their organisation or their church) he will multiply it back to you. This is not taught in the Bible and does not reflect how Jesus lived life or his leadership. He had nowhere to lay his head. The only people who prosper from this teaching as I see it are the evangelists themselves. I saw this quote recently
Their hefty fortunes often raise the question whether these famous clergymen are leading or fleecing the flock, with many critics slamming their practices and accusing them of using religion to fund lavish lifestyles of multiple homes, luxury cars and private jets
All at the expense of vulnerable followers.
What is the sum total of all we have looked at? 
God’s word, our Bible, can be trusted to give us the truth about God and Jesus, and we should always check what we are taught against the Bible, and to quote Peter 
Slide 8
we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
And as that song, Ancient Words, reminds us 
Holy words of our faith
Handed down to this age
Came to us through sacrifice
Oh, heed the faithful words of Christ

Let us pray
Lord, in this world where many people peddle their version of the truth about you. Give us discerning spirits to know what is true about you and what is false, and in knowing the truth help us to live it out daily in our lives that others might see you in us.
Amen
