
ForgiǀeŶess
Colossians 3

“Forgive, as the Lord forgave you”

 A call to behaviour
 A response to what’s happened to me!

Some thoughts on forgiveness
Responses & Actions!



God has forgiǀeŶ ŵe!
Psalm 130

Help, GOD—the ďottoŵ has falleŶ out of ŵy life! 
Master, hear ŵy Đry for help! 

ListeŶ hard! OpeŶ your ears! 
ListeŶ to ŵy Đries for ŵerĐy. 

If you, GOD, kept reĐords oŶ ǁroŶgdoiŶgs, 
ǁho ǁould staŶd a ĐhaŶĐe? 

As it turŶs out, forgiǀeŶess is your haďit, 
aŶd that's ǁhy you're ǁorshiped. 



God has forgiǀeŶ ŵe!
Forgiveness

At the very heart of God’s character!

• We need forgiveness
• God offers forgiveness!

Matthew 26 v 27,28
Forgiveness linked to the cross!

Acts 2 v 36 – 39
Forgiveness follows repentance!



Is there ;aͿ siŶ that ĐaŶŶot ďe forgiǀeŶ?

Simple answer : NO!

BUT
What about Matthew 12 v 31,32?

• Pharisees refusing to accept evidence about Jesus
• Unpardonable because refusing to accept pardon

So:
Consistent & deliberate refusal to accept Jesus

Right through to death.



Noǁ I’ŵ forgiǀeŶ – I Ŷeed to 
forgiǀe

Luke 7 vs 36 – 50
A story about forgiveness

“I then shall live as one who’s been forgiven”

We need to learn to forgive
Matthew 6 v 14,15

Forgiveness is a chosen attitude!

• Doesn’t depend on repentance of person I forgive
• Doesn’t remove need for that person to receive justice



The iŵpliĐatioŶs of really forgiǀiŶg

Ephesians 4 v 31,32
• Unforgiveness in me breeds bitterness
• Forgiveness is a deliberate choice
• Unforgiveness can cause physical symptoms
• Unforgiveness can hinder prayer

Note: James 5 calls praying leaders to confess sin 
so that prayer for healing is not hindered!



FiŶally..ĐaŶ I forgiǀe 
ŵyself?

God has forgiven me!!
....so, believe it!
....so accept it!

Read at home:
Psalm 51
Psalm 32
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