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The Saviour of the lost   
I remember when I was a child in the 1950’s and 60’s, when the weather was nice, we used to go for family days out to places like New Brighton and Southport. My parents used to hire deck chairs for the day and set up camp on the beach, with hundreds of other day-trippers. Me and my brother used to just play at the water’s edge with buckets and spades. 
It was always very difficult for me if I went down to the sea on my own or went exploring, to find my way back to my parents. There were often so many other families on the beach. And on more than one occasion, I ended up lost. 
In those days they had a lost children's post. Usually, some kind person would take you to the lost children’s post and eventually your mum or dad, after looking for you, came to find you. In my case it was my dad.
As a child I was found it very frightening and, in the end, whenever we went anywhere my dad used to say to me if you get lost or we get split up, come back here and we will come for you. Here being some prominent landmark, and it worked well and I got found quicker.
But we can be lost in different ways. we can be lost without actually being lost geographically. We can be lost in life; we can be going along and not know where we are going or where we are. And that can be difficult, I guess that sums up my life before I became a Christian. In fact, I had several questions about life like... 
1. What is the purpose of living? I asked this because of a major bereavement in my life when I was 18 and my family life fell apart, and I ended up living on my own for three years. I also asked questions about 
2. What happens to people who die and 
3. What is going to happen to me when I die?
I asked these questions because I felt I was lost in life and without inner peace, I felt alone and without direction? That brings us to our reading and another person who is lost
Luke 19. Verses 1 to 10.
What I want to focus on today is Verse 10. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that what was lost. 
So often we focus on the saving work of Christ, and rightly so, without realising that he also came to seek us out. As Jesus walked though Jericho it was no Sunday morning stroll through the town, but a purposeful walk to find the person he was looking for, Zacchaeus. The same Zacchaeus who was also looking for him. I have occasionally said in witnessing that I found God but that is only half of the truth because He also found me.
I want to look at briefly at Zacchaeus and another couple of examples of those who were lost or had lost aspects of themselves.  
Zacchaeus – Why was Zacchaeus looking for Jesus?
Because he was lost and Jesus wanted to find him. Through sin he had lost his moral values regarding money and his identity and belonging i.e. he was an outcast who had lost his relationship with his own people, and in a sense, he sold his soul for money. His sin was greed, and in acquiring money he had become a traitor by working for the occupying military force. He had gained wealth but lost what is of more value, his identity, his sense of belonging and being accepted. 
What did Jesus do for him apart from gracing his house for lunch?
He restored him morally and spiritually, He restored his relationship with God and his place among the people of God, and he responded by making restitution for the things he had done wrong. 
but we don’t know what words Jesus spoke, it doesn’t tell us. I suspect none were needed as I believe the very presence of Jesus oozed godly power. He did not need to say anything for Zacchaeus to be convicted of sin. 
I remember when I was ordained in Liverpool Cathedral 13 years ago. We had a session with the Bishop of Liverpool James Jones, and as he came into the Lady chapel to join us you could feel you were in the presence of a man of God. He did not say a lot, but you could feel the presence of God as he prayed for us. Jesus must have been like that.

So, we go from a loss of moral values to a loss of physical faculties… blindness
The Blind Man - In the previous chapter, Chapter 18, verses 35 onwards. Jesus finds a man who is blind. This man having lost his sight, was now helpless and because of that he could not work and so was a beggar. He had lost his sight and so he had lost his means of support and lost his dignity because he could not work. So, when Jesus restored his sight, he also restored his sense of worth and belonging and his relationship with God. He found God in a very real way through the healing of Jesus and now would be able to work and support himself. We move on to… 
Jairus Daughter and sick woman - In chapter 8 and
verse 40. We have an account of Jesus and the dead girl and the sick woman. So, for Jairus’ s daughter, she had lost her life. And for the woman that touched Jesus’s cloak as he walked by, she had lost her health and her money having for 12 years suffered and spent much money on doctors, she also lost her position in society and had become marginalised. For the young girl Jesus restored her sight and her relationship with God and likewise for the woman he restored her health, standing in society and relationship with God.

What I am describing in these three cases is what Jesus is doing all the time in his ministry.
This was prophesied in Ezek 34:16 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, 
This work of Jesus gave pleasure to God and brings joy into heaven because it was his plan of salvation and blessing. Jesus’ ministry was the father’s work.
Now if you look at Luke 15 you get you see what might be called the “Lost and Found department” of the Bible 
The parable of the lost sheep (1 in 100), Sheep maybe not very valuable but still worth looking for and when it is found we see
5 he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.   

The parable of the lost coin (1 in 10), a lost coin, one of ten but more valuable perhaps than a sheep but it causes the woman to search everywhere in her home.
And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
And in the most important of the three parables,

The parable of the lost son (1 in1)  
We all know this story and rather than sheep and coins, we can get emotionally involved in this parable because it’s about people and how they get lost. The youngest son
Gets his inheritance early and goes off travelling where his wealth was squandered in wild living – Cigarettes, and whisky and wild, wild women, as the song goes. Thankfully he came to his senses and went back to find his father. His father saw him coming and ran to meet him. He didn’t listen to his pre-planned speech and hugged him and kissed him and welcomed him back. 
How was he welcomed? With a celebration, he was clothed with the best robe, had a ring put on his finger and sandals on his feet and then the words.  23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So, they began to celebrate.
The words are repeated in vs 29 “This brother of yours was dead and is alive again, he was lost and is found”
The father represents God and the things he will do to bring and welcome back his lost sons and daughters. There is still rejoicing in heaven when someone is found and turns back to God in repentance and faith.      
So, what have we seen today? We have seen that people can be lost and saved in a variety of ways  
· Zacchaeus lost his moral values, 
· The blind man lost his sight, his means of support and his dignity, 
· The little girl lost her life
· The sick woman lost her health and her money
Jesus seeks and saves all types of people and restores his relationship with them.
And then in the parables in Luke 15 we see the different values of the lost items sheep, coin, and son, and the celebrations in the heavenly realms when things lost were found. 

I guess the question now is for us the ask ourselves the question has Jesus found us and are we in relationship with him?
· It’s possible to come to church for many years and not know that intimate relationship with God and Jesus.
· It’s possible to come to church but the vital spark that used to be our faith has diminished and we feel discouraged.
· We enter into relationship with him, or restore a past relationship, when we acknowledge our wrongdoing to God (or trespasses or sins, whatever we want to call them), asking his forgiveness and for Jesus to come into our lives and be our saviour. If we do that our relationship is restored as his spirit comes to live with us, we experience his peace
And
· there is also rejoicing in heaven when we turn back to God. 
Amen






