Main Street Church 15.3.26
Motherhood in Adversity   
Reading: Exodus 1:15 – 2:10
I have heard today called Mother’s Day and Mothering Sunday, but are they the same thing? I thought I would do a bit of research on the subject and learnt something I did not know. Mothering Sunday and Mother’s Day are distinct celebrations: Mothering Sunday has religious origins in the 
UK and falls on thefourth Sunday of Lent, while Mother’s Day is a secular celebration established in the
U.S. and observed on the second Sunday of May. 
Mothering Sunday dates to the 16th century in the United Kingdom and parts of Europe. It was 
originally a Christian observance where people returned to their “mother church” for a special service, often coinciding with a rare day off for domestic servants and apprentices. Over time, it changed and became associated with visiting one’s actual mother and giving small gifts, such as the traditional simnel
cake, a rich fruit cake with marzipan. 
Mother’s Day, on the other hand, was established in the 1907 in the United States by Anna Jarvis who held the first Mother's Day service of worship at Andrews Methodist Episcopal church in Grafton, West Virginia. It became a secular holiday in 1914 and spread to many other countries, including Canada, Australia, India, and Japan In honour of Mother’s Day, 
I’ve got a few little ditties for you from the internet. 
· Mother to daughter advice: Cook a man a fish and you feed him for a day. But teach a man to fish and you get rid of him for the whole weekend. 
· A police recruit was asked during the exam, `What would you do if you had to arrest your 
own mother?' He answered, `Call for backup.'
So, joking apart whether you call it Mothering Sunday or Mother’s Day the idea is to honour mothers. 
I want to widen the scope because it isn’t only biological or adoptive mothers who do mothering, it’s grandmothers, aunts, neighbours, friends, and others who carry out this great and important work. 
Why do we celebrate it?
Motherhood is to be honoured as it demonstrates important human characteristics
The background for this reading was the acts of a genocidal King. Pharoah had set his sights on destroying the people of God, and as a totalitarian ruler he set the whole machinery of government and the weight of popular feeling in motion against the Hebrews. So, it is against this backdrop we see motherhood being demonstrated
What are those characteristics we see in this reading?
You may have noticed there are five ‘mothers’ featured in the reading. All of them demonstrate motherly characteristics. While some of the characteristics overlap, each demonstrates a main one. It starts with…                       
Shiphrah and Puah who show Courage vs ch1 vs 15-21 
They are the midwives, the Dynamic Duo’ who through their heroic faith showed tremendous courage in defying Pharoah when they refused to kill the baby boys. It is ironic that the Pharoah, the powerful king, thought to be Ramases II, is not mentioned by name and the lowly midwives are. They refused to take part in his scheme to make life even harder for the Israelites who were being mistreated and worked ruthlessly by the Egyptians, ch1 13,14. 
They considered it more important to obey God Vs 17 and so with courage they save many. I wonder if Moses was one of the babies they saved. 
In our reading today there is a parallel story running alongside the women in that there was also an unseen watcher there, God himself was there watching and working with them. In the midst of the darkness God was in it with his people, caring for them and blessing them through the actions of these brave and courageous women. As a result, babies were saved and God rewarded their faithfulness and courage by giving them their own children
Then there was…
                                                                    
Jochebed ch2 vs 1-3. Although not named, she was Moses’ mother.
Imagine, she had just had her third child, a son who was a fine child vs2. Think of the joy she must have felt, and then to hear that, by royal decree, all baby boys were too be killed. The news must have been devastating so in commitment to him she tried to hide him but realised you can’t hide crying babies for long! She was determined not to give him up despite the risk to herself but to devise a way to save him. Her unfailing commitment driven by love to him drove her to extremes and resulted in him being put in a waterproof basket and left in the reeds at the side of the river Nile.
We know from the reading the plan worked brilliantly as she was employed to nurse the baby until he was old enough to go and live with pharaohs daughter as her son. This plan again has all the hall marks of the unseen watcher   
Then we have Moses’ sister                       
Miriam ch2 vs 4-8 showed cleverness in watching what went on when Pharoah’s daughter and her maids came to the riverbank. Miriam was a resourceful girl who noticed how Pharoah’s daughter’s face changed when she looked at the baby and then she realised intuitively that behind the royal expression lay a compassionate heart. She then had the audacity and the cleverness to boldly approach Pharoah’s Daughter, to ask the right question at the right time,
Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you? Vs 7
and so, to bring the child’s mother to be his paid nurse. 
Miriam was Aaron and Moses' older sister. According to some sources, she was seven years older than Moses and hence only seven when this even took place. Despite one so young she exhibited wonderful motherly characteristics
And finally, we have                                   
Pharaoh’s daughter, although technically the enemy, she was a minor miracle in itself. The irony of it all is that Moses was safe and secure in the palace of the enemy. I can imagine God smiling at the plan being worked out. Out of the genocidal family came this precious, tender-hearted person as we have seen when thinking about Miriam. Her father consigned babies to death, but she had not inherited his personality. She had the motherly characteristic of compassion in saving the child Moses as we have just seen ch2 vs 5-10. The KJV version actually (Vs) 5 says she opened the basket and saw the baby and had compassion on him.
If the Pharoah was indeed Rameses II, then she was one of his 59 daughters. She was the one who named Moses because ‘she drew him out of the water’ and become his mother. She is the one who schooled him in the ways of the Egyptians and prepared him for his future leadership role. 
Again, God’s providential care is seen.
In these five wonderful women, mothers according to what they each did, they demonstrated courage, commitment, cleverness and compassion. These are obviously not all the characteristics of being a good mother, but they are important.
When reading about the Israelites in chapter 1 and 2 it reminded me of our recent trip to Poland and our visit to Auschwitz. The same race of people, the Jews, the same oppression but more than 3000 years later. I want to pay tribute to those heroic mothers of Auschwitz and Birkenau, and all the other places where they were murdered.
  The way they were treated by that evil Nazi regime, the evidence we saw there, and the pictures, just reminded me that the Jewish mothers in Auschwitz, driven by motherly love demonstrated courage, commitment, cleverness and compassion in caring for and comforting their children in their final hours of life on this earth. It also reminded me of Jesus in John 13.1 which said, ‘Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end’. Fitting words for these mothers who loved their children the same way.
So, it is great that for us here that Motherhood, and mothers of all types, have been free to get on with bringing up children and equipping them to take their place in this world and for that we thank God

Let us pray
Loving God,
Today we give thanks for the gift of mothers —for their nurture, wisdom, and the countless ways they show love.
We remember with gratitude those who have guided us in faith, whether by birth, adoption, or the bonds of friendship.
We pray for mothers who are weary, that they may find rest and renewal in Your presence.
We lift up those who grieve the loss of a mother,
and those who long to be mothers but face heartache — may Your comfort surround them like a gentle embrace.
Bless all who care for others with a mother’s heart,
that they may be strengthened in patience,
filled with compassion and assured that their labour of love reflects Your own.
In the name of Jesus, who gathers us as a mother gathers her children,
Amen.




