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Introduction:

The Passover to the Jews is what Calvary is to Christians. Likewise, there is a sense in which the crossing of the red sea to the Jews is what Easter is to Christians. It is a pivotal event in Israel’s history as a nation and a people

The Passover was to become for them a lasting ordinance that would remind them of what the Lord did for them. But that was only one part of it. The Passover was the beginning of Gods deliverance for his people. It is a deliverance that God had planned and what Exodus shows us is that nothing we have seen has just happened willy nilly, it has happened according to God’s word and in accordance with his plan for his people. What we learn from this is that … 

 God had a cunning plan for the deliverance of his people and that includes us Slide 3
What does his plan involve for his people in our text?

His plan involves three things Slide 4
1. God’s travel plan Exodus 13:17-22  Slide 5
The crossing of the red sea is the climax of the first 14 chapters of Exodus! This is the beginning of the journey from slavery to nationhood. God said it would happen 3:20, 8:21, 9:7 and now it is time to go. Gods travel plan included a route and his presence; they would not go alone.
· The route – Was longer for 2 reasons 
· To avoid military conflict with Egyptian fortifications along the route and the Philistines – as they found out there would be plenty of opportunities to fight with them in the future.

         Vs 17 For God said, "If they face war, they might change their  

         minds and return to Egypt."

· God had promised Moses that he would be with him and that he would serve God on the holy mountain, so he led them around by the way of the wilderness towards the Red Sea because at that stage they were not strong enough to face the Philistines
· The presence 

· Having picked up the bones of Joseph, they set off, but not alone. The God who had been at work all the time takes care of them by guiding them by the pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night. From the very beginning the truth is underscored that God leads his people in a personal way. The living presence of God became a vital experience. It speaks of the divine providence and guides Gods people in every generation

2. God’s battle plan Exodus 14:1-15   Slide 6
This section shows Israel between a rock and a hard place, and between the devil and the deep blue sea, literally. It poses the question, what to do when you are in a fix? It shows three recurring faults of the people

· Loss of faith

· Murmuring against Moses- saying he had brought them into the desert to die

· Murmuring against God

We see a constant wavering between faith and doubt over the next 40 years, a rebellious people, a faithful people. 
There is no such thing as an untried faith because ‘no servant is greater than his master’, Jesus was tested and had trials, so will we. Our faith will be tested but it is tested that we might grow and become mature in our faith.
The Egyptian army are in hot pursuit of the Israelites. This pursuance is a matter of ownership. Pharaoh had opposed God all along despite the miraculous signs. He had not learned, despite probably losing his own son, that God wanted his people back. Pharaoh having let them go now decides He wants them back. The contest is a matter of ownership. Who owns Israel? Is it their genocidal oppressor of 400 years or their covenant keeping God who had come to claim, redeem and deliver them? Yes, they were out of Egypt but in a helpless and hopeless situation with the superpower in hot pursuit. You might be forgiven for thinking the Lord had led them into an ambush. Trapped between the desert and the sea. Imagine how they felt, but it was God who led them there.
But, the foolishness of God is wiser than men, so he marches them to the sea, leaving no apparent escape and the people only two options:

· Slavery in Egypt

· Death in the desert

But God has as third way!

At the first sign of trouble, they want to go back, ignoring the mighty acts of God. They have failed to learn that 

· Gods purpose is to maintain his covenant tie to all his people past, present & future

· Their circumstances now are not the final standard on which to view the work of God

· The battle is the Lords – 

Vs 10 They were terrified and cried out to the LORD

Moses spoke the permanently directive words

"Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. Vs14 The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still."

As the Lord was responsible for their deliverance so is He responsible for their future as the redeemed people. He was not going to relinquish the ownership of “His Son, Israel” and by destroying the Egyptians ensured that they could continue their pilgrimage to the Promised Land. 
We also sometimes are trapped between a rock and a hard place and Moses words to Israel are good words for us to hear also. Moses tells them three things: -

· Do not be afraid. Vs 13

Fear plays havoc with our lives and causes us to find fault and condemn. It also blinds us to a healthy perspective by, 

· Forgetting all that God has done. In their case 

· Forgetting the plagues

· Forgetting about being delivered from death

· Forgetting Gods guidance

· Paralyses our spirits - Giving in to fear incapacitates us, we don’t think, we can’t act because we are frozen in our dilemma

· Stand still / firm Vs13

When in a fix we need to stand firm and stand still, wait a while even when we cannot see Gods hand at work. ‘When we cannot see his hand, we can trust his heart’. The tendency is to want to act too quickly and look for the nearest escape e.g. Abraham and Ishmael. We act foolishly; take advice we should not, take and spend energy we need not spend. It is in this waiting that we discover the perspective we need to act correctly. We often amplify the problem by anticipating the worst and add depression to our dilemma. By waiting we gain a healthy perspective and deal with problems in a healing, redemptive and wholesome way

· Move on Vs15 

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on.

There are only two positions for us in the presence of God either on our knees saying” God be merciful to me a sinner” and the other is on our feet saying “here I am send me” this is the meaning of vs. 14 & 15. Moving on follows standing still. Ultimately God wants us to move forward after spending time on our knees.

Their perspective – cut off with surrender being the only option- a fate worse than death. Slavery is better than the anxieties of freedom. MOVE ON! Prayer is good and needful but without action, going forward, prayer is a farce. Only as we take that step forward do we release the power of God to help us. Power given in proportion to obedience. It is not given ahead of time, but when it is needed. There is no Biblical evidence of anyone walking with God, seeking his will, and retreating. God always calls to move on

3. God’s Salvation plan Exodus 14:15-31Slide 7
The crossing of the red sea was one of the mightiest acts of God in history. Vs19 The Angel of the Lord who had been travelling in front of them moves to the back and the pillar of cloud went behind them and placed a barrier of darkness between them and their enemies. This is a remarkable example of Gods intervention when his people are in trouble and of him saving them
There are several lessons for us to learn through this event

· None of us escapes the trials of life

Just as we think things are going well and we are enjoying Gods blessing something happens. It may be an illness or an injury or a death in the family. Most of us have experienced this at some time or other. As Jobs friend says 5:7 man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward.  Somewhere along the way a “red sea” will appear, and a pharaohs army will be in hot pursuit, but our God is sufficient for our needs. 1Co 10:13 We learn No temptation / testing has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted / tested beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.

· In times of trial, we are most vulnerable

It is in times like this that Satan seizes his greatest opportunity to divert us from the journey of faith. We see this also in those closest to Jesus when in the garden Peter drew his sword in defence of his Lord and cut off the man’s ear and yet only a little later, he denied Jesus when his own life was at stake. 
This event at the red sea brought complaint from the people against Moses and God.
“Why did you bring us out here to die” shows how quickly they had forgotten what God had already done in the miracles of the plagues. Satan is there to distract them and divert them on their journey of faith. We see repeatedly how their faith failed, and they longed to go back into slavery. Friends we must never look back but press on to that high calling by which God has called us, trust him and wait for his deliverance 

· In the struggle between good and evil, victory is with God

Evil is an ever-present reality in our world, and we may debate its origin but one thing we do know is that it is real and the satanic ruler from whom they were delivered will no more give up the struggle for our repossession than pharaoh did long ago for the Israelites. 
As for us now 1 Peter 5:8 has some important words be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour

But Gods power over evil is seen in 

Vs30 That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 

God parted the red sea and the Israelites passed over on dry ground and their enemy was defeated. This story symbolises the death of evil i.e. Gods victory in the struggle between good and evil. They had been redeemed by the blood of the Passover lamb and were on the way, led by God, to the promised land at Canaan. Nothing was going to stop his will and promises from being carried out. 

That’s the connection between Exodus and Easter. We also have been redeemed by the blood of the lamb. Jesus, Gods own son shed his blood for the sins of the world including yours and mine. Gods act of love and power shattered the tomb, pulled out the fangs of death and announced the triumph of the resurrection. We are now also marching onward towards our promised land of eternal life. 
May we ever know Gods guidance and protection in our lives as we journey together. Amen 
