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Title: Knowing what to say  
Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 NIVUK
Witnessing to Christ or trying to tell others about him can be uncomfortable and a bit daunting but can also be enjoyable and a blessing, but what is the difference between the two sides?  
From my own experience I feel awkward and uncomfortable when I lead or push, when I do and say what I feel needs to be said, from my own initiative and not acting on how the Lord leads, or when I force it if you like. However, when the Lord gives me an opportunity to share about the faith and about Jesus it is enjoyable and feels easy and that is a big contrast. 
One of my favourite openings is when I am asked the question, ‘How did you get involved in all this’ often meaning as a vicar or chaplain 
But often we are not asked but may wish to talk about our faith if appropriate or if we feel it might help someone. So, what I want us to consider today is vs 15     
‘Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect’
So, always being ready to explain the hope we have within us 
What are we to say?  
The first thing we have to do is to strike up a genuine friendship.
People can detect insincerity. Being accepted can take seconds or minutes or weeks and months
We have to be patient and not be pushy but build 
a relationship, because we have to earn the right to share anything with people and that involves establishing a relationship or friendship with them. Talking about everyday things helps us to build that relationship and helps us to see if there is any common interest between us.
The last time I went to Uganda we visited a hospital and some team members went into the maternity unit where they met a bereaved mother who had just lost a child. One team member said to her, ‘if you want to see your baby again you have to give your life to Christ’ and that was just after her baby had died.
That is an extreme case of how not to do it, I don’t believe Jesus would ever have spoken to someone like that. 
Knowing what to say also requires us to be listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit and then acting on it. But not being preachy or ramming it down people’s throats, especially when they are vulnerable
A good example was given to us by a lady in the Bible study a week last Tuesday. She told of talking to her new cleaning lady about answers to prayer, the lady asked if she was an answer to prayer and Ruth said yes. That struck a chord with that lady because she was interested in answers to prayers and that was common ground. So that can be built upon.
Another Bible example of common ground is the woman at the well in John 4. They had nothing in common really,
· He was a Jew and she a Samaritan, 
· He was a man and she was a woman, 
· Her morals were questionable with five husbands, and he was a holy man and 
· Then there were differences in the way they worshipped, ‘You Jews worship in Jerusalem and we worship here’.
but one thing they had in common was water and that’s where the connection was made, albeit at cross purposes on the type and nature of the water.
That leads us to our next thing.
The second thing is to share our personal testimony 
And by the way, we don’t need theology straight away. Theology is important but people are not interested in theology to start with, but they are interested in our experiences, they want to know what God has done for us, that God is real. Hence personal testimony is important. The testimony of the woman at the well that she shared with the townspeople was, ‘He told me everything I ever did’ 
We can share testimony about how we came to find our faith but for many of us that might be many years ago, for me it was 1978 so the important thing is to share also what God has done in the intervening years as well, for me I knew God was guiding my career and still is,  also tell what he is doing now i.e. recent answers to prayer
By sharing testimony, the spotlight is on us, we are not saying this is what you have to believe, but what we have found ourselves. For some coming to faith may have been dramatic and for other a slow dawning of Gods existence. That doesn’t matter, it’s our personal story. 
Our testimony is also a weapon especially when our enemy is trying to discourage and intimidate us. This is confirmed in Rev 12:10 in the spiritual battle the brothers and sisters overcame Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony,
Our personal testimony of our experience of God is powerful Leonard Rivenhill, a man of God, once said A man with an experience of God is never at the mercy of the man with an argument 
Our personal testimony is used to point people to Christ and to put their faith in him. True faith in him is not blind faith, it is not faith without evidence, and this faith also comes by hearing the word of God, Romans 10 explains this in vs 17. 
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.
So, the word of God and aspects of Jesus life and ministry can be seen in 1 Peter 3:17,18 but this will come after making friends and sharing testimony
The third thing is to state the key facts about Jesus 
We have just celebrated Easter, most people know about Easter. Christmas and Easter can be good things to mention to move the talk around to Jesus. Jesus birth at Christmas and Jesus death at Easter. What might we say regarding Easter?  I guess this is the theology bit and this is what sets Christianity apart from other world religions.
Christs sacrifice was unique and need never be repeated – He died once for all Vs 18   
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.  He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 
Charles Wesley in his famous hymn And can it be wrote,
'Tis mystery all! Th'Immortal dies!
Who can explore His strange design?
There is an element of mystery in Christ’s sacrifice but on the cross God dealt with human sin in a way which is unique, and maybe strange, but it is effective 
for all sin, 
for all people, 
for all time. 
Sheep and goats don’t need to die anymore Jesus has done it all. Paul also gives the same teaching in 
Rom 6:10 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
Heb 7.27 Unlike the other] high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. 
Heb 9.28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
Heb 10.12 when Christ] had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, ‘he sat down at the right hand of God’, Jesus is alive now,
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. His death once for all time is never to be repeated, part of the Easter theme and then on to why he died

He died for sin, Christ died once for all sins 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures. Paul writes 
(1 Cor 15) 3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
John says (1John 2.) 2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
His sacrifice needs to be for all of us because, ‘’All have sinned and come short of God’s standards’ 
But what is sin? sin is basically rebellion against Gods rule over our lives, and it interrupts the relationship which should exist between God and all humanity.   What is the greatest commandment? 
The greatest commandment is to “love the lord our God with all our hearts, and with all our souls and with all our minds and with all our strength” so breaking the greatest commandment is committing the greatest sin i.e. not loving God as we should.
If you ask people what sin is often, they will describe sin as being murder, rape, theft and the like i.e. that is doing wrong things, that’s not how Jesus sees things in the sermon on the mount. Sin is not only doing wrong things but thinking wrong thoughts in addition to not loving God with heart soul mind and strength and not loving our neighbour as ourselves. The CofE confessions talks about us sinning in word, thought and deed.
The purpose of Jesus’ sacrifice was to restore that lost relationship. Charles Wesley again says in ‘And Can It Be’
No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach th'eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

With what happened at the cross we may enter into a new relationship with God because our sins, have been forgiven and we have been declared righteous because of his death, and importantly, his resurrection, because he is not dead but a living saviour.
And finally, the end of Vs 15 says…
How we are to share it with others   
This is about how we share it, we seen earlier examples of how and how not to share, and Peter says we are to speak with ‘gentleness and respect’ (or reverence).
This has enabled me to talk to folks who initially did not want to talk, so it works.
e.g. Mac in ward 25 I like you, you are all right
Proverbs 15:1 reminds us ‘a soft answer turns away wrath: but grievous words stir up 
anger" This emphasizes the power of gentle speech to calm conflict and the danger of harsh words to provoke it.
The verse contrasts two approaches to communication: one that 
soothes and reconciles, and one that stirs up 
wrath and resentment. 
So, there we have it, listening to the Holy Spirit guiding us to make friends, share testimony and, still under the spirits guidance, to share aspects of Jesus life.
May he use us in our everyday conversations at home, at work, while shopping of wherever we roam.      Amen
