MSCC 14th June 2026
Title: The prayer that works.
Reading: Luke 11:1-13
Introduction; Paul mentioned last week reading the book Practicing The Way, by John Mark Comer. It’s about becoming effective disciples through the process of apprenticeship, which involves three steps
· Be with Jesus
· Become like him
· Do as he did
It’s a very readable book. Paul read it during his Sabbatical, but I also read the book a couple of months ago as it was mentioned on the prayer ministry could Ruth and I did at Ellel Grange. We learn as apprentices by following the practices that Jesus did. Hence in our reading the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to prayer. That was one of the key things in his life and ministry and that should be true of us also. During the next 7or 8 weeks we will be looking at Prayer, Generosity, Solitude, Fasting, Sabbath, Service, and Witness. So, I am starting with week 1 Prayer.
Prayer for the disciple is a must, so much in our Christian lives has its origin in prayer, prayer is where we meet God and get our marching orders.
So, what is Jesus telling us in this well known and loved prayer?
We see 
1. Vs 1 The Disciples request
The reading opens with a request from an unnamed disciple. If I were guessing, I would say it was Peter—he was never shy about speaking up.
 ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’
This request comes just after Jesus has finished praying, something that was clearly central to his life and ministry. Luke shows this in several places:
· When he was baptised (3:21), 
· When overwhelmed by crowds (5;15,16), 
· When choosing the disciples (6:12) 
· and on many other occasions. 
Jesus’ relationship with his Father was expressed in prayer, so the disciple’s request was both natural and wise.
The disciples had seen Jesus pray and the power of his prayer, and they sensed what was lacking in their own lives. So, Jesus answered their request and gave them this model prayer, The Lord’s Prayer

2 Vs 2-4 The way to pray
The Words to say
Father reminds us of the close relationship we have with the one to whom we pray. Jesus addressed God as Father, or Abba, and we are invited to do the same. 
It was revolutionary to refer to God as Father. In Jn 5:18 it tells us that, ‘the Jews tried all the harder to kill him: not only was he breaking the sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal to God. 
Father speaks of our vertical relationship with God: we come to him as children who are loved and cared for. It also points to our horizontal relationship with one another, because when we come to him together, we come as brothers and sisters. Jesus refers to God as ‘your father’ in 6:36 and 12:30 emphasising that special Father – Child relationship.
The Christian faith is built on relationship, not religion—on restored relationships rather than rules and regulations. God himself has acted to restore those relationships for us.
Just after Paul says, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new is here,”
he goes on to say in 2 Corinthians 5:18, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ… God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.”
Because of this restored relationship, we can call God our Father.

· Hallowed be your name – We are called to honour God’s name. The third commandment in Exodus 20:7 says, ‘You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.’ Instead of dishonouring his name, we are to revere it.
     The Psalms give us clear examples of this.
     Psalm 8 begins, ‘Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!’
     Psalm 148:13 says, ‘Praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his splendour is above the earth and the heavens.’
      We honour God’s name not only for who he is, but also for what 
      he has done.
Psalm 103 is a strong example:
‘Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love
and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.’

· Your Kingdom Come. The first two petitions centre on worship. Here, we pray for something close to God’s heart: the coming of his kingdom on earth. The relationship with God described earlier was not for Jesus alone; it is to characterise all who belong to his kingdom. At its heart, the coming of the kingdom is about relationships being restored.
As believers and as the church, we have a role to play in this. Since Pentecost, the church has continued to grow, but the kingdom has not yet come in all its fullness. That will happen when Jesus returns.

· Give us each day our daily bread
We are to pray for our daily needs, asking God to “give us each day our daily bread,” and trusting that our Father knows what we need (Luke 12:30). Because God is faithful, we can live as disciples without anxiety, confident that he will provide the necessities of life. This prayer is not only about bread, but about all that we need each day.

· Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 
We are to pray for forgiveness for our sins. Some may say this is unnecessary because Christ has already forgiven us. It is true that Jesus died for the sins of the world, and that his sacrifice covers our past, present, and future sins. But future sins still need to be confessed when we commit them. As 1 John 1 says: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.”
In addition to receiving God’s forgiveness, we are also called to forgive those who have sinned against us.
This means keeping short accounts with both God and others.
I often hear people say, “I cannot forgive them for what they did.” I understand how difficult forgiveness can be, but Jesus does not present it as optional. In the Sermon on the Mount, he says in Matthew 6:14–15, “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” Forgiveness—both received from God and extended to others—is essential for every follower of Christ.

· And lead us not into temptation.”’
The longer version of the prayer includes the phrase but deliver us from the evil one. The word temptation can also mean testing and recognises that Jesus was tempted and tested by Satan in the wilderness and on his way to the cross. God is not the author of our temptation or testing this comes from Satan who seek to stop us realising Gods plan for our lives. But we are to be vigilant and not allow him to get a foothold in our lives or work for God.
So that briefly is the Lord’s Prayer and now we come to the way we are to approach God

3 Vs 5-8 The way to approach God
Jesus explains this section with a parable about a man who goes to a friend at midnight to ask for bread for an unexpected guest. The story reflects the realities of village life in Jesus’ day.
Travellers often arrived without warning because there was no way to send word ahead. They might also arrive late, since journeys were slow and reaching a destination by dusk was not always possible. In the summer heat, people sometimes travelled at night.
When a visitor arrived, it was customary to offer a meal. I saw something similar in Uganda, where hosts felt obliged to give a gift, even if it was only a couple of eggs. However little they had, they still gave, and refusing the gift would have caused offence.
In this passage, the host has run out of bread, but he knows that some of his friends still have some. Village life was much more communal, so it would have been normal to know which neighbours had baked recently. So, he goes to ask for three loaves.

He does not get a warm response, because his friend is already in bed with his family. In Jesus’ day, this likely meant a small, dark, one-room house with a raised sleeping area at the back. The door, open in the daytime, would be barred at night. The animals were kept at the front, while the family slept side by side on mats on the raised area. So, getting up to fetch bread would have caused real disruption—noise, movement, and very likely waking the children.
 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity (NIVUK) he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.
That phrase, “shameless audacity”, is striking. Shameless audacity in prayer means approaching God with confidence, persistence, and honesty, without hesitation or fear of judgment.
The man is not helped because of friendship alone, but because he is bold enough to keep asking. His persistence is what moves his friend to act and give him what he needs.
The point of the parable is clear: if even a reluctant friend will respond to bold and persistent asking, how much more will God, our loving Father, give us what we need when we come to him in prayer and ask.

4. Vs 9-13 The Assurance from God
‘So (this is Jesus) I say to you: ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
Jesus is assuring us that when we ask, seek, and knock in prayer, God hears us. To strengthen that promise, he gives us another comparison.
11 ‘Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[f] a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’
If earthly fathers know how to give good gifts to their children, despite their human weakness, how much more will our Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.
At first, the promise of the Holy Spirit may seem unexpected. But it is a promise of spiritual provision. In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus teaches us to ask not only for daily bread, but also for forgiveness and deliverance from temptation and evil. These are gifts God gives through the work of the Holy Spirit.
So, in verses 2–4, Jesus teaches us to pray for both our physical and spiritual needs, and in these parables on prayer he assures us that God will answer our prayers
So let us remember prayer is one part of being an apprentice of Jesus in the coming weeks we will look at the other aspects.
I have not gone into detail about where to pray or when or who with do what works for you, that’s the important thing.

